William D. Conner - land, estates and possible family connections 
July 2019 review 


Reconstructing the Conner families found in Pulaski County, Georgia beginning in the 
1830s is difficult because of apparent gaps throughout various county records but using 
what is available, a case can be made that William D. Conner was the son of James 


and Nancy Conner and the children named below were his siblings. 


James Conner (Sr.)'s earliest known appearance in Pulaski County records is the 1827 
tax list; he was not on the previous one available in 1824.' The 1830° and 1840° 
censuses put his birth year between 1780 and 1790 but he was no longer subject to a 
head tax as of 1840,* an indication he was 60 years old by then, or born in 1780. Nancy 
was born in 1788 in North Carolina according to the 1850 census.° Candidates for their 


























children are: 
Born 1830 Child Born 1840 Child 
1800-1810 |1F Unknown 1800-1810 | None 
1810-1815 |1M Kendrick® 1810-1820 |2M Wm D and Kendrick 
1815-1820 |1M,1F |WmD and ? 
1820-1825 |2F Candasa?, Eleanor® 1820-1825 |1F Candasa 
1825-1830 |1F Elizabeth S* 1825-1830 |1F Elizabeth S 

1835-1840 | 1F Ellen Jordan® 




















* Elizabeth is a good fit based on her year of birth (1825-1826) from later censuses and the fact 
that her marriage to Seaborn Whittle on 8 August 1847° aligns with the censuses for James and 
Nancy. Arguing against the supposition that she was a daughter of James and Nancy is her 
reported South Carolina birthplace on at least two censuses; William D., who was born in 1817, 
is consistently shown with a birthplace of Georgia. A possible argument in favor is the presence 
of Robert Conner in Elizabeth and Seaborn's 1860 household,’ if this was indeed Kendrick's son 
by that name. More in-depth research will be needed to rule this conjecture out or in. 





' Pulaski County, Georgia Tax digests, abt. 1809-1870, digital images, FamilySearch.org via Catalog 
(https:/Awww.familysearch.org); 1827, image 327. Tax lists cited in the current review were retrieved from 
this collection between 26 June and 11 July 2019 except as noted otherwise. 

* 1830 U.S. census, Pulaski County, Georgia, Capt. Adams District, p. 161 (penned), line 11, James 
Conner; digital images, Ancestry.com: 2010 (https://www.ancestry.com), citing NARA microfilm 
publication M19, roll 20. 

1840 U.S. census, Pulaski County, Georgia, population schedule, Capt. Baldwinds District, p. 20 
(penned), line 19, J. Conner; digital images, Ancestry.com: 2010, citing NARA microfilm publication M704, 
roll 49. 

* Pulaski County Tax digests; 1840, image 377. 

° 1850 U.S. census, Pulaski County, Georgia, population schedule, 69th District, p. [270B], dwelling 637, 
family 637, Nancy Conner in the household of K.O. Conner; digital images, Ancestry.com: 2009, citing 
NARA microfilm publication M432, roll 80. 

®° Marriage record for Mr. Seaborn Whittle and Elizabeth S. Conner, "Georgia, Marriage Records from 
Select Counties, 1828-1978." 

’” 1860 U.S. census, Jackson County, Florida, population schedule, p. 28 (penned), dwelling 196, family 
196, Robert Conner, age 15, born in Georgia, in the household of Seaborn Whittle; digital images, 
Ancestry.com: 2009, citing NARA microfilm publication M653, roll 107. This household was enumerated 
on June 8th. Kendrick's household also included Robert when it was enumerated on August 31st: 
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® Candasa married William Gunn in Pulaski on 3 February 1842.8 


° Ellen Jordan was apparently the daughter of Eleanor Conner and Floyd Jordan, who married 
on 18 March 1838.° On 17 November 1856, William D. Conner petitioned the Court of Ordinary 
for temporary letters of administration on Ellen's estate as she had died in South Carolina 
leaving property in Pulaski County. Ellen was still a minor and no guardian had ever been 
appointed according to a statement by Nancy Conner, who said she had provided care, board, 
clothing, etc. to Ellen from 9 December 1838 to. 9 December 1845. The appraisal and _sale bill 
dated November 29th showed a bedstead, bed, counterpane, chest with contents and 23 head 
of cattle, with Nancy Conner purchasing these items.'° From these records it canbe surmised 
that Ellen Jordan was the granddaughter of Nancy and James and that her mother had died 
from childbirth complications. Floyd Jordan has so far not been found beyond his marriage 
record but it seems likely that Ellen was living with him when she died since she was still a 
minor. He is not named in the handful of estate documents but the total assets of the estate 
were $275.62 and the payouts for fees and for Nancy Conner's claim totaled $285.59. 


° Kendrick's previously cited 1850 household included Nancy Conner, age 62, presumably his 
widowed mother. This is the last census in which Nancy is found so she apparently died before 
1860, but in January 1857 she accepted payment from Ellen Jordan's estate for the seven 
years' care she had provided. Kendrick is also associated with James Conner's land, discussed 
further below. 


William's connection to James Sr. and Kendrick 


In 1839 William reported owning 202%2 acres; no district or lot number is recorded, a 
common omission in Pulaski County tax digests, which makes it difficult to track land 
from one year to the next. He had the same amount of land in 1840 that was identified 
as Lot 145 in District 5,'' and presumably this was the same land. This tract was 
purchased by James Conner in 1829." 


James last appeared on the 1841 tax list with 2021 acres of land, Lot 84 in District 8. 
The following year and continuing through 1859 taxes on this land were paid by "Wm D 
Conner Extr" except for 1851, when it was reported on Kendrick O. Conner's list and 
1853 when it was reported on William's. No estate documents have been found in a 


Jefferson County, Georgia, 79th District, p. 104 (penned), dwelling and family number 745, Robert B. 
Conner, age 13, born in Georgia, in the household of Kindrick O. Conner (indexed as Rindrich Oconner), 
same microfilm publication number, roll 128. 
® Marriage record for William Gunn and Miss Candasa Conner, "Georgia, Marriage Records from Select 
Counties, 1828-1978," digital images, Ancestry.com: 2013. 

Marriage record for Mr. Floyed Jordan and Miss Eleanor Conner, "Georgia, Marriage Records from 
Select Counties, 1828-1978," digital images, Ancestry.com. 
"© Pulaski County, Georgia Court of Ordinary minutes 1851-1860, microfilm no. 177714, images 121 and 
123; and Appraisements and sales, v. J, microfilm no. 177732, images 56-57; and Annual returns, v. |, 
microfilm no. 177736, image 487, all at FamilySearch.org. 
"' Pulaski County Tax digests; 1839, image 341; 1840, image 376. 
"? Pulaski County, Georgia Deed Book H: 215-216, FamilySearch.org; John Holland to James Conner, 
both of Pulaski County, image 153. 
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systematic review of Pulaski County probate records'® — wills, appraisements, sale 
bills, annual returns, administrator bonds and letters (in the event there was a will but it 
was annexed), estate folders, guardianship records or Court of Ordinary minutes. There 
is a gap in the years available for sale bills, leaving off in 1836 and resuming in 1853, 
but this is irrelevant given the lack of any hint of an estate administration elsewhere in 
probate records. 


Deeds have not been found’* to show when and how William acquired some of this land 
or what happened to those tracts that were not part of his estate. Records have also not 
been found to explain how he ended up with land that originally belonged to Elizabeth 
Vass and James Conner Sr. 


Other than one lot he owned in Wilcox County, '® all of his land was reportedly in Pulaski 
County. Some if not all-of this was originally in Dooly County but was added to Pulaski 
County in December 1826."° 





Lot 295 in District 4, 2021 acres. 





Association: | Reported on William's 1845 tax list."” 





Comments: | Presumably the same land Elizabeth Vass reported on the 1839 and 
1840 tax lists'® and | believe that it was treated as part of Uriah Vass's 
estate. '° 


William sold the east half of this lot on 17 December 18507° but Lucinda 
Conner's administrator sold "parts of" Lots 270, 294 and 295, a total of 
200 acres, on 4 May 1881." 


For some reason, Lot 295 was not part of the land Lucinda reported on 
the 1869 tax list** or included with the land she sold as guardian of 
William D. Conner's minors (more on this below). If this land was 
originally in Dooly County, it was drawn in the 1821 land lottery by John 
Lindsey of Wilkes County.°? 











'S The records that were microfilmed and digitized by Family History Library appear to be the same 
records available at the state archives, based on my correspondence with staff there. In a phone 
conversation with the probate judge for Pulaski in February 2017, | was informed that the old records are 
no longer retained in his office, that they were removed to storage when the courthouse was renovated; 
he did not know where they were removed to but was told they were in safe storage. 
"* This has thus far been limited to a search of the deed indexes, both grantors and grantees. 
"> Lucinda was given leave to sell Lot 38 in Wilcox County on 1 February 1864: Pulaski County, Georgia 
Estates, 1800-1938: Comer, Lucenda-Currell, A.J., FamilySearch.org; "WD Comer", image 27. 

Georgia, Atlas of Historical Boundaries, https://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/: June 2010. 
” Pulaski County Tax digests; 1845, line 14, image 101. 
Ue Ibid.; 1839, line 22, image 342; 1840, line-7, image 377. 
'? See Elizabeth Vass of Pulaski County, Georgia by this compiler. 
*° Pulaski County, Georgia Deed Book L: 109-110, digital images, FamilySearch.org via Catalog; images 
426-427. 
*' Pulaski County, Georgia Deed Book R: 513, FamilySearch.org, W.T. Brown, Admr of Mrs. Lucinda 
Conner, to highest bidders Elnora Brown and Elmira J. Conner, image 314. 
?? Mrs. Lucinda Conner, "Georgia, Property Tax Digests, 1793-1892," digital images, Ancestry.com: 2011. 
*3 "4891 Land Lottery," database, Georgia USGenWeb Archives (http://usgwarchives.net/ga/galand.htm: 
last updated 13 July 2010), Ledbetter-Lyons. 
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Lot 145 in District 5, 202% acres 





Association: | Reported on William's 1841 tax list.74 





Comments: | This land was purchased by James Conner on 28 December 1829.7° 
The tax list for 1829 shows James Conner with one poll and no land but 
he may have paid his taxes by the time he bought the land. On the next 
available tax list, 1839, he also reported one poll and no land; William 
reported 202% acres but the district and lot columns are blank.*© This 
was William's first appearance in the Pulaski tax lists but none have 
survived for the period between 1829 and 1839. 


Elijah Pickren sold this land on 4 October1847 (Deed Book K: 525) but | 
have not found where he purchased it from William D. Conner or 
anyone else. 











Lot 4 in District 8, 2021 acres. 





Association: | William sold the south half of this lot on 10 July 1845°” and the north 
half on 17 December 1850.”8 It was described in both deeds as being 
formerly in Dooly Co. 





Comments: _| No deed has been found showing when and how William acquired this 
land. It was drawn in the 1821 land lottery by William Williams of 
Putnam County.°? 











Lots 270 & 271 in District 4, each 202 acres, originally Dooly Co. 





Association: | Lucinda Conner, guardian, reported these lots on the previously cited 
1869 tax list along with several other parcels totaling 600 acres, which 
is consistent with the amount of Pulaski Co. land shown on William's 
December 1862 estate appraisal.°° . 





Comments: | No deeds have been found showing when William acquired these but 
later deeds show them as 2021 each. Lucinda sold parts of both lots to 
son John Wesley on 25 January 1873°" and on 7 June 1875 she sold 
him another part of Lot 270 and all of Lot 271.°* As noted above, the 
remaining part of Lot 270 was sold by Lucinda's administrator in 1881. 








** Pulaski County Tax digests; 1841, line 18. 

° Pulaski County, Georgia Deed Book H: 215-216, FamilySearch.org; John Holland to James Conner, 
both of Pulaski County, image 153. 

6 Bulaski County Tax digests; 1829, line 10, James Conner, image 75; 1839, line 21, James Conner, 
image 342; 1839, line 28, Wm D. Conner, image 341. 

*7 Pulaski County Deed Book K: 355-356, FamilySearch.org; William D. Conner to John Pierce, images 
210-211. 

78 Pulaski County Deed Book L: 109-110, FamilySearch.org, William D. Conner to Cornelius M. Bozeman, 
images 426-427. 

*°"4891 Land Lottery," database, Georgia USGenWeb Archives, Vance-Zittrour. 

°° Pulaski County, Georgia Appraisements and sales 1817-1910, v. J: 348, FamilySearch.org via Catalog, 
image 213. 

5’ Pulaski County Deed Book P: 392-393, FamilySearch.org, image 233. 

*? Pulaski County Deed Book Q: 122-123, FamilySearch.org, image 70. 
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James Conner Sr. 


James Conner was on the available tax lists for Pulaski beginning in 1827, reporting 
one poll and no land then and in 1829 and 1839. In 1840 he reported no polls and 202% 
acres of land, Lot 84 in District 8, Pulaski, which he purchased on 1 January 1831.°° He 
would no longer have been subject to the poll (head) tax by then as he was 60 years 
old; this is consistent with his 1830°* and 1840°° censuses, which yield a birth year 
range for him between 1780 and 1790. 


James Conner Sr. died in about 1842. He was identified as Sr. on the tax lists for the 

only time in 1841, as was common when there was.a younger man of the same name 
living in the area, i.e., James Conner Jr., also in Capt. Conner's district, who reported 

one poll and no land. 


William D. Conner was recorded as the Executor of James Sr.'s estate beginning with 

the 1842-1843 tax list, paying taxes on James's 202% acres. This land was sometimes 
but not always identified as District 8, Lot 84 and was last reported in 1859 but its final 

disposition has not yet been determined. 


James Conner Jr. 


James Conner Jr. was found on only one list during this period, in 1841, with one poll 
and no land; the "Jr." implies no relationship to James "Sr.", these designations were 
used to distinguish between two men bearing the same name. James Jr.'s next 
appearance, as far as | can ascertain from a page-by-page review of these tax lists, was 
in 1851 when he reported the same: one poll, no land. 


The younger James Conner died in about 1856. His will was exhibited in court on 

1 December 1856, naming William D. Conner Executor, proved by witnesses Willis 
Cason and James Conner Jr., who stated that the other subscribing witness, Green G. 
Graham, was now deceased.*° The James who witnessed the will was probably his son, 
who would have been 14 based on his reported age in the 1850 census and able to 
witness legal documents. A systematic search of Pulaski probate records has yielded 
no guardianship records for the minors shown in James's 1850 census household®’ and 
no will or estate documents of any kind. 


°8 Pulaski County Deed Book H: 214-214, FamilySearch.org; Alexander Berryhill to James Conner, 
images 152-153. 

** 1830 U.S. census, Pulaski County, Georgia, Capt. Adams District, p. 161 (penned), line 11, James 
Conner; digital images, Ancestry.com: 2010,-citing NARA-microfilm publication M19, roll 20. 

°° 1840 U.S. census, Pulaski County, Georgia, population schedule, Capt. Baldwinds District, p. 20 
(penned), line 19, J. Conner; digital images, Ancestry.com: 2010, citing NARA microfilm publication M704, 
roll 49. 

°° Pulaski County, Georgia Court of Ordinary minutes 1851-1860, microfilm no. 177714, image 125, 
FamilySearh.org. 

°” 1850 U.S. census, Pulaski County, Georgia, population schedule, 69th District, p. [269B], dwelling 623, 
family 623, Jas. Conner; digital images, Ancestry.com: 2009, citing NARA microfilm publication M432, roll 
80. 
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From William D. Conner's page on my website, Oaks to Acorns, last updated in 2013 
and now offline, with several changes or additions made for this review: 


William D. Conner is sometimes conflated with the William DeWitt Clinton Conner born 
to James Gassaway Conner (s/o Wilson Conner) and Penelope Ryals, but that William 
was living in Montgomery County next door to his father James G. Conner in the 1850 
census, and the same census finds W.D. and Lucinda Conner in Pulaski. 


Rev. Wilson Conner: It does seem likely that William is related, if distantly, to the 
Conners who came out of Cheraws District, South Carolina. The Rev. Wilson Conner of 
that line (b. 1768) was a circuit preacher/missionary instrumental in setting up new 
churches throughout South Georgia, and was the pastor of the First Baptist Church of 
Hawkinsville for about 12 years starting in 1830.°° Many of the Conners who were in 
Pulaski County by the 1840's and 1850's have given names in common with the South 
Carolina Conners, e.g., Lewis, James, Thomas. William D. Conner named a son James 
Wilson Conner, and had a great-grandson named Robert Clinton Conner. 


An alternate view, held by Gail Felts Davis, is that William D. and the James Conner 
who died in Pulaski in 1856 (born about 1806) were brothers and the sons of Henry 
Conner. The evidence doesn't support this claim: Henry Conner's 1830 household in 
Walton County shows two males 15-20, too old to be William and too young to be 
James and there is no evidence that William and James Jr. were brothers. However, it 
does seem probable that they were closely related: James's minor son, Bryant, was 
living in William's 1860 household and William was named as the Executor in James's 
will. This will was exhibited and proved in the Court of Ordinary on 1 December 1856 
but inexplicably, neither the will nor the expected estate documents have been found — 
a record of the estate administration and guardianship records for the minor children 
shown in his 1850 household. Also arguing against Ms. Davis claim is that obvious 
connections can be found between William and James Sr. but none have been found 
between James Jr. and Sr. 


| suspect that the Pulaski County Conners are distantly related not only to the Rev. 
Wilson Conner but to the Conners found around the same time and in the decades 
before in Screven, Tatnall and Clarke counties. | also think a case can be made that the 
James Conner who made his first known appearance in Pulaski.in 1827 and the James 
Conner on 1821 and 1823 tax lists in Tatnall County were the same man. This James 
sold his land there in 1823. He wasn't on the next two tax lists and hasn't yet been 
found elsewhere, including Clarke County, where his name did not turn up in a page-by- 
page review of tax lists from 1819 to 1830. 


8 From "History of Turner County,” p. 60, and "History of Pulaski County, Georgia," p. 161, both books 
digitized at Ancestry.com : 2004 and 2005). 
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James Jr. Whereas both William D. and Kendrick Conner reported land on later tax lists 
that had been owned by James Sr., no connection at all has been found between 
James Sr. and James Jr. beyond the common given name. 


It has been proposed that James Conner Jr.'s first wife was Martha Pickren, based on a 
December 1830 marriage in Screven County; this isn't implausible: Lot 145 in District 5 
(see above), which was purchased by James Conner Sr. in 1829 and reported on the 
1841 tax list by William D. Conner, who had been his administrator, was sold by Elijah 
Pickren in 1847 and no deeds have been found that show how this property was 
transferred from James to William to Elijah - did the deed get missed? was the land 
acquired by inheritance and never recorded? These questions remain. 


However, a case can also be made that James Jr.'s first wife was Ellender Pitts, based 
on a January 1830 marriage record in Clarke County. James's daughter Jane, shown in 
his 1850 household, may have been the Ellender J. who was married to John Newell. In 
her 1891 widow's pension application, which includes an affidavit from T.J. Conner, 
Ellender states she married John on 9 November 1853 but doesn't say where . In his 
own pension application in 1901, Thomas J. Conner said he was born on 1 October 
1834 in Pulaski County. 
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